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DETAILED ACTIONC/a/m 
Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claim 1, 5, 7, 8, 9, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Weisburn et al. (US 5259498). 

Regard claim 1: Weisburn et al. discloses in figure 2 an appearance protective 
case, comprising: a sheet member (51) including a draw-processed sheet 
member (51) treated with coloring or marking and a transparent or translucent 
cover case (2 and 3); wherein the sheet member (51) is fitted into the cover case 
(2 and 3) such that the sheet member (51) extends in close contact with an inner 
surface of the cover case (2 and 3). 

Regard claim 5: Weisburn et al. discloses the appearance protective case 
wherein the sheet member (51) comprises paper (see column 6, line 35-44). 
Regard claim 7: Weisburn et al. discloses in 4 the appearance protective case 
wherein the cover case (2 and 3) and the sheet member (51) are firmly fixed to 
each other (see column 5 line 35-46). 

Regard claim 8: Weisburn et al. discloses in figure 2 an appearance protective 
case assembly, comprising: a frame (1) having a groove (56) formed along at 
least one side thereof; a sheet member (51) including a draw-processed sheet 
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member treated with coloring or marking and a transparent or translucent cover 
case (2 and 3); wherein at least one side of the sheet member (51) is inserted 
into the groove (56) of the frame, and the transparent or translucent cover case 
(2 and 3) and the frame are firmly fixed to each other so as to sandwich and hold 
a portion of the sheet member (51), including said at least one side. 
Regard claim 9: Weisburn et al. disclose in figure 4 the appearance protective 
case wherein the sheet member (51) comprises at least one flange (see column 
5, line 39-46, the sheet has at least 1 flange) at the front thereof such that the 
flange is sandwiched and held by the cover case (2 and 3) and the frame (1). 
Regard claim 14: Weisburn discloses in figure 3 the appearance protective case 
assembly wherein steps (gap between 56 and 1) are formed in the groove (56) of 
the frame (1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 
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Claim 2, 3, 4, 6, 10, 11, 12, 13 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Weisburn et al. (US 5259498) in view of Nakayama (US 
641 3630) and Jones et al. (US 6438638) 

Regard claim 2: Weisburn et al. discloses all the elements of the appearance 
protective case assembly as described above respect to claim 1 except, 
Weisburn et al. does not disclose the appearance protective case according to 
Claim 1, wherein the sheet member includes a decorative film comprising resin. 
Nakayama discloses the decorative film comprising resin (see column 1, line 20 
and further) 

Weisburn et al. and Nakayama are analogous art because they are from the 
same field of endeavor to decorate cases. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art, to make decorative film comprise resin of Weisburn et al. as taught 
by Nakayama. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Weisburn et al. and 
Nakayama for the benefit of being able to decorate their products. 
Regard claim 3 and 4: Weisburn et al. discloses all the elements of the 
appearance protective case assembly as described above respect to claim 1 
except, Weisburn et al. does not disclose the appearance protective case 
wherein the decorative film comprises a transparent film (see abstract and 
further) having a rear/front surface treated with coloring or marking. 
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Nakayama discloses disclose the appearance protective case wherein the 
decorative film comprises a transparent film (see abstract and further) having a 
rear/front surface treated with coloring or marking. 

Weisburn et al. and Nakayama are analogous art because they are from the 
same field of endeavor to decorate cases. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art, to make decorative film of Weisburn et al. as taught by Nakayama. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Weisburn et al. and 
Nakayama for the benefit of being able to decorate their products. 
Regard claim 6: Weisburn et al. discloses all the elements of the appearance 
protective case assembly as described above respect to claim 1 except, 
Weisburn et al. does not disclose the appearance protective case wherein the 
sheet member (explain in claim 1) comprises a metal sheet (see abstract and 
further). 

Nakayama discloses the appearance protective case wherein the sheet member 
(explain in claim 1) comprises a metal sheet (see abstract and further). 
Weisburn et al. and Nakayama are analogous art because they are from the 
same field of endeavor decorate cases. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art, to make metal sheet of Weisburn et al. as taught by Nakayama. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Weisburn et al. and 
Nakayama for the benefit of being able to decorate their products. 
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Regard claim 10: Weisburn et al. discloses all the elements of the appearance 
protective case assembly as described above respect to claim 8 except, 
Weisburn et al. does not disclose the a circuit board, wherein the circuit board is 
' sandwiched and held by the appearance protective case (explain above) and the 
frame (explain above) such that the sheet member (explain above) and the frame 
(explain above) lie in contact with opposing surfaces of the circuit board. 
Jones et al. discloses in figures 2A-3B the a circuit board (circuit included storage 
reside inside the SD, MMC, MEMORY STICK etc), wherein the circuit board 
(circuit included storage reside inside the SD, MMC, MEMORY STICK etc) is 
sandwiched and held by the appearance protective case and the frame (explain 
above) such that the sheet member and the frame lie in contact with opposing 
surfaces of the circuit board ((circuit included storage reside inside the SD, MMC, 
MEMORY STICK etc) 

Weisburn et al. and Nakayama are analogous art because they are from the 
same field of endeavor to decorate cases. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Weisburn et al. and 
Nakayama for the benefit of being able to decorate their products. 
Regard claim 11: Weisburn et al. discloses all the elements of the appearance 
protective case assembly as described above respect to claim 8 except, 
Weisburn et al. does not disclose the appearance protective case assembly 
further comprising an upper metal cover (see abstract and further can be 
disposed anywhere depending on market requirement) firmly fixed to the cover 
case (explain above) and the frame (explain above), and a lower metal cover 
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(see abstract and further can be disposed anywhere depending on market 
requirement) firmly fixed to the frame (explain above) such that at least a colored 
or marked pattern printed on the sheet member is exposed. 
Nakayama discloses disclose the appearance protective case assembly further 
comprising an upper metal cover (see abstract and further can be disposed 
anywhere depending on market requirement) firmly fixed to the cover case and 
the frame (explain above), and a lower metal cover (explain above) firmly fixed to 
the frame such that at least a colored or marked pattern printed on the sheet 
member (explain above) is exposed. 

Weisburn et al. and Nakayama are analogous art because they are from the 
same field of endeavor to decorate cases. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Weisburn et al. and 
Nakayama for the benefit of being able to decorate their products. 
Regard claim 12: Weisburn et al. discloses all the elements of the appearance 
protective case assembly as described above respect to claim 8 except, 
Weisburn et al. does not disclose a Compact Flash card comprising the 
appearance protective case assembly. 

Jones et al. discloses a Compact Flash card comprising the appearance 
protective case assembly. 

Weisburn et al. and Nakayama are analogous art because they are from the 
same field of endeavor to decorate cases. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Weisburn et al. and 
Nakayama for the benefit of being able to decorate their products. 
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Regard claim 13: Weisburn et al. discloses all the elements of the appearance 
protective case assembly as described above respect to claim 1 except, 
Weisburn et al. does not disclose the appearance protective case wherein the 
decorative film is made of one of polystyrene, acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene 
copolymer, acrylonitrile-styrene copolymer, polyvinyl chloride, methacrylic resin, 
cellulosic resin, polycarbonate, polyethylene, polypropylene, polyvinylidene 
chloride, polyacetal, polyamide, and fluorocarbon resin. 

Nakayama discloses the appearance protective case wherein the decorative film 
is made of one of polystyrene, acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene copolymer, 
acrylonitrile-styrene copolymer, polyvinyl chloride, methacrylic resin, cellulosic 
resin, polycarbonate, polyethylene, polypropylene, polyvinylidene chloride, 
polyacetal, polyamide, and fluorocarbon resin. 

Weisburn et al. and Nakayama are analogous art because they are from the 
same field of endeavor to decorate cases. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Weisburn et al. and 
Nakayama for the benefit of being able to decorate their products. 
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